St Winifred’s School* Pandemic Policy.


A pandemic is a global disease outbreak, typically flu. (See appendix)
  
St Winifred’s School shall follow all the appropriate recommendations from worldwide health organizations, the Chief Medical Officer and appropriate government agencies, the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), Medical Officers in Schools Association (MOSA) and the Local Health Authority.

 
If there is the threat of a pandemic, then an Incident Management Team will hold regular review and research and implement preventative action as recommended by official bodies. The Incident Management Team (IMT) will consist of: Members of SMT and other members of staff, as appropriate. The IMT would have similar lines of communication as in the CIMT plan.

  

If a pandemic develops then we shall ensure that all members of our School community are kept informed as appropriate, with a particular emphasis on the communication to parents and employees through the website, e-mail and text facility so that advice is prompt and easily accessible. We will update our response to the situation regularly, in line with the emerging situation. 

 

We will provide, so far as is possible in what is bound to be a very difficult situation, a basic level of education for students, particularly those with public examinations in prospect. The principal means will be through our website and related material.  Learning material for students, created by teaching staff will be made available to students and links will be posted on the School website when appropriate. 
ALERT LEVELS (GREEN TO RED) MAY NEED TO BE ACTIVATED
ALERT LEVEL GREEN:-

Global concerns about virus mutation/new virus emerging
· More preventive guidelines are set up for Trips and Visits. 

· Information is communicated to all parents and employees. 

· Response plans are elaborated in conjunction with Government and DCSF advice. 

· Risk assessments are reviewed for each forthcoming activity. Trips may not go ahead if there is undue risk. 

· Incident Management Team formed and put on standby. 

· Vaccination is encouraged if this is Government policy. 
ALERT LEVEL YELLOW:-

Inefficient human-to-human transmission cases outside UK 
· Incident Management Team meets. 

· Protection measures are re-enforced: some travel and some activities may be cancelled after review. 

· The most stringent recommendations of official bodies are applied. 

· Catering and cleaning procedures are reviewed as appropriate. 

· ICT Services audit staff e-mail and remote access to from home etc.  

· IT Links made aware that prepared material may be needed online if the situation develops. 

· Review vaccination needs of IMT. 
· Review booklet ‘Planning for a Human Influenza Pandemic – Summary Guidance to schools’ from DFES
ALERT LEVEL ORANGE:-

Pandemic cases outside UK, or inefficient human-to-human cases in UK 
· Many Trips and Visits will be cancelled. 

· External exchanges are most likely to be cancelled. 

· Regular information meetings held for staff. 

· School remains open unless specific quarantine for endemic cases in school proximity. 

· Catering facilities are reviewed as appropriate. 
· Cleaning facilities are reviewed as appropriate.
· Assessments made as to whether visitors to the School or staff who have been abroad are allowed on site. 

· Staff advised not to travel to these areas. 

· Staff finalise arrangements for delivery of courses via the intranet. 

  

ALERT LEVEL RED:   
Pandemic cases in UK 
· We follow UK Government plan. 

· School may be closed. 

· Regular communication by e-mail, text, website and possibly mail. 

· Pupils follow courses by remote access to intranet. 

  

Alert Levels moving down:-
· Quarantine arrangements for pupils or staff who may have been near pandemic cases. 
APPENDIX
 
Pandemic flu occurs when a new influenza virus emerges for which people have little or no immunity, and for which there is no vaccine. The disease spreads easily from person to person, causes serious illness and can sweep across the country in which it originates and around the world in a very short time. Pandemic flu is likely to cause the same symptoms as ordinary flu but the symptoms may be more severe because nobody will have any immunity or protection against that particular virus. 


In contrast to the ‘ordinary’ or ‘seasonal’ flu outbreaks which we see every winter in the UK, flu pandemics occur infrequently - usually every few decades. There were three last century.
 
A severe form of avian influenza or 'bird flu' – called H5N1 – has affected poultry flocks and other birds in several countries since 2003. The Department of Health reports: “As of 30 June 2008, 385 people have also caught the infection, as a result of close and direct contact with infected birds. Two hundred and forty-three of these have subsequently died. There is no firm evidence that H5N1 has acquired the ability to pass easily from person to person. However, concerns remain that the virus might develop this ability, or that it might mix with human flu viruses to create a new virus. It is this ability of avian influenza, to change and to mix, that has given rise to the fear of a new human flu pandemic.”
 
Useful information can be found on the following websites:
Department of Health – www.dh.gov.uk
Health Protection Agency – www.hpa.org.uk 

MOSA – www.mosa.org.uk
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