St. Winifred's School* Playground Policy

St Winifred's* School aims to allow pupils to have safe, secure and healthy recreation at break times in the playground, where pupils can enjoy meeting and playing with fiends in a well ordered and pleasant environment.
There is a rota for before school, morning break and lunch playtime to cover supervision at playtime. Numbers of staff in the playground are dictated by the statutory requirements for EYFS supervision ratios. Nursery pupils use their designated, grassed, outdoor area as well as the playground for playtimes. This is supervised by nursery assistants and school staff. 
When it is wet pupils stay in the classrooms and are supervised by the three members of staff who are assisted by the Form 6 prefects.
After School Care uses both the playground and the space under the cedar tree in the evenings for activities. These pursuits are supervised by the dedicated After School Care staff.

As soon as the bell goes for playtime pupils must make their way down to the playground. Pupils stay in the playground during playtime.
Permission must be sought from the duty staff by pupils if they need to go into the school building to visit the toilet or go to the cloakroom for a coat. In the case of an accident, pupils go inside, after gaining permission, to see the secretary, who is also the school’s main first aider.
Pupils are allowed to bring a piece of fruit and a drink to consume at morning break. School Council runs a Healthy Snack Shop during Friday morning break.
Games should not be rough and should not involve 'karate kicking', punching, pushing etc. Chasing games are acceptable as long as gang type behaviour does not develop and cause pupils to be hurt or distressed. Ball games and skipping are allowed. Toys to stimulate play are provided where appropriate, and guidance for co-operative play is given by staff.
Football is not allowed on the main playground during any playtime. This decision was taken many years ago to avoid injury and aggressive behaviour and to stop the playground being dominated by football games.
There should be consideration shown by all pupils sharing the play space and no one group should dominate an area.
Use of the grassed area and the picnic benches under the cedar tree is limited to use in good weather and should be a quiet, relaxed environment where no ball games or wild games should interrupt those pupils who want to sit and talk. Other benches provide quiet areas at other times. 
All supervisors should pay attention to the safety of pupils at all times. No unsafe climbing should be allowed, as this may lead to accidents.

The pirate ship is for use by Nursery, Reception, Form 1 and Form 2. It is not to be used in normal playtimes. The use of this equipment should be regarded as a special activity for younger pupils or for use in lesson time when staff can supervise small group use.
The rockery and grassed slopes are fenced off and the gate should be kept shut at playtime. Staff should supervise any pupil who has permission to retrieve toys from these areas.
Any activity which is likely to create potential danger should be addressed and dealt with by staff supervising at the time. These incidents may lead to changes in playground rules.
At the end of playtime a staff member rings the school bell once and pupils are expected to stand still. On the second bell pupils line up sensibly in their class lines and wait quietly until the duty teacher sends the children into the school building, class by class.
New recommendations can be made to this policy as a result of the observations of those on duty. The main aim of the school is to enable pupils to have a satisfying and stimulating playtime, to feel refreshed and ready to start work again in the curriculum.
Any concerns which staff have should be brought to the attention of the Head teacher or Senior Staff.
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*‘St Winifred's’ refers to and includes St Winifred's School, EYFS, April House Nursery, After School Care and Before School Care


