St Winifred’s School READING AND SPELLING POLICY


Statement
St. Winifred’s School* aims to develop pupils’ skills in Reading and Spelling so that children can achieve the appropriate level of reading fluency and understanding and can apply their spelling skills satisfactorily to reach the required levels in the National Curriculum Key Stages 1 and 2.

This process should be carried out in a regular structured framework through a system of positive reward and encouragement.

Pupils are introduced to letters and sounds at an early age in the Nursery.  From this time it is intended that pupils respond happily to learning to read and gain enjoyment from being able to take full advantage of their reading and spelling.

Reading Teaching Strategies
Resources
There are two reading schemes which co exist at St. Winifred’s School to promote individual reading.

The Heinemann ‘Storyworld’ begins in the Nursery Department for pupils who are joining Transition. Oxford Reading Tree and Sunshine Readers are also used to develop reading skills.
This scheme continues in the Reception class where at some point the Ginn 360  Reading Scheme is introduced.  The Heinemann Storyworld scheme continues to play a vital role in the next few years alongside the Ginn 360. 
In addition to the reading schemes there are book corners in the classroom. All pupils have access to the main library in their class library sessions.  Fiction and Non Fiction books are available.  Silent reading is encouraged further up the school and pupils can change their library books regularly. 

Form 3 visits the local library in Portswood.

There are group reading sets of books for use throughout the school. Whole class reading texts are used in KS2 to develop reading aloud skills and to generate an appreciation of literature focussing on the understanding of vocabulary, the writer’s skills and creativity.

Another classroom resource is the use of Big Books, sometimes similar to individual readers which give the teacher a resource which can be used very effectively as a group and can assist with targeting the use of grammar, spelling and vocabulary.
Websites and Powerpoints are another resource to aid group reading.
There are various sets of comprehension books containing texts to be used for analysis and exercises in understanding and use of vocabulary.

Other text books for English usage will assist in developing a child’s reading skills and the effective use of grammar and punctuation.

Text books in various other subject areas are used regularly throughout the school.  These resources all contribute to the many opportunities assisting pupils’ reading progress.

Reading words from Hymn books is a regular practice from Reception upwards and also from song sheets.

Pupils are heard reading as often as possible whilst developing their reading competence. Children are exposed to many more opportunities to read during the day and a pupil’s regular reading is monitored and encouraged in order to develop his/her fluency and to overcome any particular weaknesses.

Pupils take reading books home which they are encouraged to read.  The emphasis is on cultivating a pleasure in reading and to generate a positive response to challenge.

Spelling Teaching Strategies
Alongside the reading programme is a system of reinforcement with regard to developing spelling skills.

There is a programme of phonic awareness which begins with the use of ‘Jolly Phonics’ in the Nursery. This emphasis is continued with work on letter sounds and discussion of word building throughout Key Stage 1.

Activity worksheets which support Jolly Phonics, the Heinemann ‘Storyworld’ scheme activity books and Schofield and Sims Phonic and Spelling workbooks provide a basis for phonic teaching.

Skills in world building continue to be a focus in Key Stage 2 introducing pupils to spelling patterns, shapes, rules and strategies for remembering them.

A variety of spelling books are used from Form 2 upwards, based on learning words in the context of their meaning in addition to phonic skills.

Weekly spelling tests are given to Form 1 upwards.  These form part of the homework programme.

In the Literacy lessons there are many opportunities for drawing attention to word building and recognising its many aspects. Teachers identify common spelling weaknesses and can focus on these as a particular target for an individual. Pupils are encouraged to use word dictionaries to assist with their spelling as they write.

In Key Stage 2 lessons target dictionary practice to develop its effective use.

Some of the English text books used also contain many sections aimed at developing spelling skills.  Common spelling errors in written work are identified and discussed with individuals in an attempt to reinforce accurate spelling skills.

Assessment and Targets
The SATs at the end of Key Stage 1 and 2 give a clear idea of a child’s spelling level and identify the standard achieved. Continuous assessment throughout each academic year takes place formatively. Reading tests are carried out termly throughout KS1 and in KS2 twice a year.  
Analysis of tests, reading conferences and comprehension lessons help to provide targets for developing any further reading and spelling teaching strategies which may be considered necessary.

The development of pupils’ powers in reading and comprehension and effective spelling tools is of considerable importance at St. Winifred’s School.  Literacy is recognised as being the key to overall academic progress and teaching strategies will continue to develop the required objectives.  This enables the child to take ownership of their learning by encouraging independence to access information and express ideas through effective communication.

*Note – ‘School’ refers to and includes After School Care, Before School Care, April House Nursery and St Winifred’s School
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