Geography Curriculum


Geography at St. Winifred’s
Throughout key stage 1 and 2 teaching ensures that geographical enquiry and skills are used when developing knowledge and understanding of places, patterns and processes and environmental change and sustainable development. 
Pupils within key stage 1 and 2 work on the guidelines set by the National Curriculum.  The importance of geography is also set out in this document:
Geography provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds, using different scales of enquiry to view them from different perspectives. It develops knowledge of places and environments throughout the World, an understanding of maps and a range of investigative and problem-solving skills both inside and outside the classroom. As such, it prepares pupils for adult life and employment. Geography is a focus within the curriculum for understanding and resolving issues about the environment and sustainable development. It is also, an important link between the natural and social sciences. As pupils study geography, they encounter different societies and cultures. This helps them realise how nations rely on each other. It can inspire them to think about their own place in the World, their values and their rights and responsibilities to other people and the environment.
In Year Two children are taught Geography for an hour per week every alternate week. 
Other year groups at St. Winifred’s teach the subject for an hour per session on a half termly basis, with historical topics being taught for each remaining half term from Year Three / Four. 
This timetabling approach is designed to provide the children with a focussed time within the timetable in order to develop their knowledge and understanding in the subject. A timetable for the allocation of geographical topics across the school can be found overleaf. 
Good progress is encouraged through revisiting and building on skills and knowledge developed each year and by children engaging in practical activities, such as orienteering at the Gregg school and visits to local places of interest. 
Assessment in the subject is carried out through ongoing teaching records, the marking of children’s work and through Geography exams covering relevant work at the end of each term, when appropriate.

Timetable allocation

Transition Year A

Autumn term:

Our school locality





Spring term:

Seasons and weather






Summer term

Contrasting locality, China

Transition Year B

Autumn term:

Uses of land






Spring term:

Wonders of the world






Summer term:

Contrasting locality, St Lucia / the Carribean

Year Two


Autumn term:

Where do we live? Mapping and planning






Spring term:

Where do we live? Mapping and planning /









Continents






Summer term:

Continents

	
	Autumn term
	Autumn term
	Spring term
	Spring term
	Summer term
	Summer term

	Year Three / Four¹
	Weather and Climate

	Mapping: plans, UK maps, use of keys and grid references
	History
	History
	Rainforests
	Rainforests

	Year Three / Four¹

	History
	History
	A village in India: Chembakolli.
	Improving the environment ‘How can we improve the area we can see from our window?’; Mapping: Europe; symbols and keys
	History
	History

	Year Five


	History 

	History
	Mapping: Asia and Africa: two figure grid references, more complicated compass directions use of common Ordinance Survey mapping symbols; Orienteering including use of compass directions.
	Local traffic - an environmental study: should the High Street be closed to traffic?

Population and settlement.
	History 
	Water and investigating coasts

	Year Six


	History
	History
	Map reading, map making and grid references; orienteering including use of compass directions; mapping: the Americas (ties into work in History about Tudor exploration)
	History
	Investigating Rivers and the water cycle.

	Climate change
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