St Winifred’s* School English Curriculum


The English curriculum at St Winifred’s* School provides an innovative marriage of tradition and contemporary approaches to the teaching and learning of English, following the strands of the Primary Framework. The Primary Framework for Literacy is the essence of the English Curriculum and details of this can be accessed at:     nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/primary/primaryframework

A major focus within the school is Speaking and Listening. Through assemblies, concerts and competitions, pupils gain confidence from each other. Forms 3, 4, 5 and 6 prepare for the Trinity Guildhall Communications Exams (Initial Grade and Grades 1-3 respectively) in the Spring Term. Discussion within a variety of subjects as well as Circle Time and PSHE lessons allow everyone to learn useful listening skills.
The following curriculum document details the work covered by each age group annually.

Literacy in the Early Years Foundation Stage & Key Stage 1 closely follows the requirements of the National Curriculum policies preparing for the SAT tests in Year 2. We amalgamate the range of work specified in the National Literacy Strategy with the strands of the Primary Framework for Literacy.

	Reception

  
	EACH TERM 

	Fiction and
poetry 
	A wide variety of traditional, nursery and modern rhymes, chants, action verses, poetry and stories with predictable structures and patterned language 

	Non-fiction 
	Simple non-fiction texts, including recounts 


Year 1

	  
	TERM 1 
	TERM 2 
	TERM 3 

	Fiction and poetry 
	stories with familiar settings
 stories and rhymes with predictable and repetitive patterns 
	traditional stories and rhymes 

fairy stories 

stories and poems with familiar, predictable and patterned language from a range of cultures, including playground chants, action verses and rhymes 
plays 
	stories about fantasy worlds 

poems with patterned and predictable structures 

a variety of poems on similar themes 

	Non-fiction 
	signs, labels, captions, lists, instructions 
	information texts, including non-chronological reports simple dictionaries 
	information texts including recounts of observations, visits, events 


Transition Curriculum 2009 

Speaking and Listening

· Conversation:
· Interaction between child and adult, (one to one and in small groups and children to children, learning the rules of turn-taking)

· Practitioners modeling correct pronunciation and grammatical structure e.g. past/present/future tenses, accurate use of pronouns

· Communication of needs, thoughts and feelings

· Formulating (and responding to) questions

· Negotiating plans/talking activities through, reflecting on and modifying what they are doing

· Work on improving pronunciation, intonation, rhythm and phrasing to improve clarity of meaning

· News: 

Recall and relive past experiences

· Role Play: 
Pretend imaginary situations, puppet shows

· Special Events:
Charity/fund raising days, theatre visits, trips, visiting speakers, 
Lower  School Concert, Speech Day, Class assemblies

· Discussions: 
Circle time, PHSE, School Council issues, daily assemblies,




topics/issues raised in class, about display/objects/artifact/photos, 
linked to stories/poems, TV programmes, Music

· Stories and Poetry: 

· Explore and experiment with sounds, words and texts. 

· Generate new and invented words

· Re-enact stories/retell

· Orally create their own stories, songs, rhymes and poems

· Describe events/characters

· Compare and contrast story settings

· Listen to stories read/told by adults or other children

· Talk about themes and justify preferences

· Predict content prior to reading

· Join in with repeated refrains

· Explain happenings – predict what may happen next

· Sequencing, ordering and grouping activities

· Hear and say sounds in words/the alphabet

· Recognise rhythm in spoken words e.g. syllables in names, chants, nursery rhymes

· Continue rhyming strings e.g. Daddy, laddie, Maddy, baddie

· Follow/give instructions:
For getting to a place, how to make something, 
carrying out a task

· Descriptions:
Of people, places, objects, events

· Explanations: 
Of why things happen, why they work

· Vocabulary extension:
Especially by grouping and naming

· Listening Games:
e.g. ‘I went shopping and I bought…, Chinese whispers and 
‘The bear and the Honey pot’

· Develop an awareness of other languages:Modern Foreign Languages lesson
· Appraisal:

Of own and others’ performance

Speaking and Listening Resources
· Extensive range of stories, non-fiction, texts in a wide variety of formats. e.g. menus, maps, posters, greetings cards, Reading scheme books, Big Books, songs, rhymes, poetry

· Props to aid story telling (magnetic pictures of characters, objects from stories, captions, speech bubbles, repeated refrains to place on a magnet board/easel)

· Puppets and puppet theatre

· Role play costumes, props for imaginative play

· Displays/objects/artefacts/photos/children’s work/children’s 3D models

· Programmable toys

· TV, DVD player and DVDs, Video player and videos, CD player and CDs

· Computers and software

Reading and Comprehension

Frequent opportunities, for reading and being read to, for pupils to enjoy a wide range of fiction, non-fiction rhymes, music, poetry and stories

· Paired reading, shared reading

· Word games – High Frequency words Pelmanism, bingo, snap, flash cards


· Name cards – own and others

· Alphabet puzzles, ordering cards, picture cards

· Range of fiction and non-fiction books – reading scheme, library and class books, 
covering a range of infant authors

· Environmental texts – fliers, posters, notices, classroom labels, class rules, school rules

Reading Schemes: Heinemann Storyworlds and Ginn 360







· Gain understanding of text through illustrations

· Understand terminology – letter, word, sentence

· Understand purpose of simple punctuation

· Understand left to right and top to bottom

· Draw attention to similarities, differences between symbols - capitals and lower case

Library/Class books 

· Range of authors

· Teacher modeling reading – pause for children to assist 
with high frequency words

· Questioning about story, structure, characters, vocabulary

· Discussion about beginning, middle and end

· Opportunities to browse and share with adults/other children

· Borrow a library book each week during a library session
· Introduction to Dewey System and Library organization
Extensive variety of texts: simple play scripts, songs, hymns, nursery rhymes, poems, instructions, greetings in cards, recipes, captions, menus, messages, speech bubbles, TV guides, word banks, school letters, homemade class/group books
Spelling and Vocabulary
· Alphabetical ordering – puzzles, picture cards, letters (capitals and lower 

case) dot-to-dots.

· Work on rhyme and alliteration

· ‘Jolly Phonics’ – songs, sounds and phonemes

· C-V-C word building

· Blends

· C-V-CC/CC-V-C words

· Year 1 weekly spelling tests from Spring Term onwards
· Spelling patterns - -ed, -ly, -ing, and rules e.g. ‘when -ing comes to stay’

· Syllables

· Double consonants

· Use of picture/simple dictionary

· Practise spellings from National Curriculum list of words required at KS1

· Correction of frequently mis-spelt high frequency words

Resources

· Phonix cubes
· Nelson Spelling Workbooks
· Picture dictionaries

· Oxford Infant Dictionary

· Nelson workbooks

· Word wheels and sliders

· Schofield and Simms ‘Phonic’ and ‘Early Spellings’ workbooks

· Jolly Phonics – CD, Teacher’s Manual, games and photocopiable worksheets

· ICT  
- Express Literacy program for Form 1 in Library

· ICT literacy games - Phoneme Pop, C-V-C Pop, etc


Grammar and Punctuation

· Recognition and formation of capitals and lower case letters

· Use of capital letters for names, days, months, places (Proper nouns)

· Working towards accurately punctuating simple sentences using capital letters and full stops

· Draw pupils attention to correct tense (past/present/future) and model how it should be said

· Ensure all practitioners model correct grammar

· Encourage pupils to compose independently simple sentences orally that they can then write to communicate meaning

· Demonstrate correct use of subject, object and possessive pronouns

Resources

· ICT software

· Worksheets

· Teacher’s own resource books

Writing and Composition

· Encourage mark making – personal writing symbols and conventional script

· Teacher modeling writing/scribing stories/poems for pupils

· Tracing – vertical lines top to bottom and anti-clockwise movements and handwriting patterns

· Activities to develop fine motor skills e.g. doing up zips, buttons, cutting, bead threading, pouring liquid

· Large scale drawing/painting of lines anti-clockwise circles, letters and numbers

· Letter formation in families  -
c,o.a,d,g,q,s,f,e (over the top)





b,h,m,n,p,r,k (down, up and over)





l,i,t (sticks)




- u,y,j  and v,w,x,z

Nelson style? 

· Drawing attention to sizing and positioning of ascenders/ descenders/ capitals in relation to the line

· Introduction to basic joins of cursive script – end of Year 1

· Fiction writing activities and non-fiction texts

· Encourage use of expressive and descriptive language

· Encouragement and exemplification of good presentation

· Writing names – own, peers, family members

· Create letters using cutters in Playdough, plasticine, clay

· Write with stick/rakes in sand tray
· Handwriting and story writing competitions
Writing and Composition – Resources

· Variety of tools for mark making – chalk, felt tips, pencils, crayons, paint, brushes, dry wipe pens, finger paints, sticks, rakes (for use in sand)

· Variety of materials for writing on/in – adhesive labels, individual blackboards, individual white boards, gloop, (cornflour and water mix) shaving foam, envelopes, variety of types, colours, sizes of paper (plain, lined, patterned, bordered)

· Templates for writing formats for particular genres – letters, rhymes, lists

· Sand tray

· Dry-wipe sponges, blackboard rubbers, erasers

· Magnetic or otherwise plastic letters

· Magnetic board

· Teacher’s sentence maker word bank
· Nelson Handwriting workbooks

· Ginn Big Books Phonics – Reception – Tune into Sounds and The Big ABC Book

· Form 1 – Sounds and Words 1 

· Big Books, Teacher’s Books and Photocopiable Activity Sheets

Year 2 
The Year 2 English Curriculum is based on the National Curriculum and the Primary Framework for Literacy. Pupils are prepared for the Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) for seven year olds at the beginning of the Summer Term. These help finalize teacher assessment in Literacy for the end of Key Stage One, and involve Speaking and Listening, Reading Comprehension, Writing and Spelling assessment.
	  
	TERM 1 
	TERM 2 
	TERM 3 

	Fiction and poetry 
	stories and a variety of poems with familiar settings 
	traditional stories; stories and poems from other cultures 

stories and poems with predictable and patterned language 

poems by significant children's poets 
	extended stories 

stories by significant children's authors; 

different stories by the same author; texts with language play, eg riddles, tongue-twisters, humorous verse and stories 

	Non-fiction 
	instructions 
	dictionaries, glossaries, indexes and other alphabetically ordered texts 

explanations 
	information texts including non-chronological reports 


Speaking and Listening

Pupils are given many opportunities to express themselves orally (both in class and to a wider audience) and to listen to others in many different situations:

· Class discussions (cross curricular)

· Listening to, reciting or responding to stories, rhymes and poems

· ‘News’

· Circle time

· Daily and class assemblies

· Role play/mime in drama

· Theatre visits

· Visiting speakers

· TV/radio programmes
· Concerts and Speech Day (performance and sustained listening)
See Strands 1-4 on pp40-46 and strands 7-8 on pp 52-54 of Primary Framework

Reading and Comprehension

· ‘One to one’ reading using school reading scheme

· Discussion of reading books content (e.g. vocabulary used for effect, or characters and their actions)

· Reading aloud to the class or small group

· Reading silently

· Reading ‘parts’ in drama (e.g. for assembly plays)

· Learning how to ‘decode’ unfamiliar words (e.g. using spelling strategies learnt)

· Reading information books for topics in History, Geography, Science etc

· Begin to acquire non-fiction skills necessary to research particular questions. (e.g. how to use an index/glossary/dictionary)

· Weekly written comprehension exercises using class textbooks, with initial teacher input of skills required or included in these exercises.

· Express Literacy ICT program for Year 2 (in Library)

· Weekly library time to choose books of interest to take home and to read quietly and learn Literacy skills (Dewey System)
· Readathon
· Classroom Computer Software: ‘The 3 Little Pigs’

· ‘Egyptians’ Interfact series (History)

· ‘Pockets and Tails Go Exploring’

· ‘Pockets and Tails Go to Town’

· SATs Tests Age 7 English’

· ‘My First Incredible Amazing Dictionary’

See strands 4-5 on pp46-48 and strands 7-8 on pp52-54 of Primary Framework

Grammar and Punctuation

· Weekly grammar/punctuation lessons, using exercises from class textbooks, with initial teacher direction

· Teacher led activities focusing on a specific punctuation skill (individual and group writing activities)

· Learning to edit own work

· Learning correct sentence structure and development of more complex sentences

· Express Literacy ICT program for Year 2 (in Library)

See strand 11 on Page 60 of Primary Framework

Spelling and Vocabulary

· Weekly lessons involving the teaching of spelling skills and strategies, and use of class Spelling Textbook and phonic/spelling workbooks. (These include phonic and spelling work to be covered in Year 2, from List 3 – The national Literacy Strategy.)

· Express Literacy ICT program for Year 2 (in Library)  

· ‘My First Incredible Amazing Dictionary’ (Classroom software)

See strand 5-6 on Page 48-50 of Primary Framework

Writing and Composition

· Creative writing lesson once a week, involving planning and writing in different genres as well as learning and developing the particular skills and techniques required for each type of writing and any organisational features.

· Fiction/Poetry: 
Stories

· Character profiles

· Book evaluations

· Simple poetry structures

· Riddles/tongue twisters
· Essay competition
· Non-fiction:


· Instructions

· Diagrams

· Lists

· An invitation

· ‘News’ (recounts of events/visits)

· Non-chronological reports

· Descriptions

· Crosswords/word puzzles

· Word process short narrative/non-narrative texts

· Express Literacy ICT program for Year 2 (in Library)

· Weekly handwriting practice (revision of patterns from Year 1 and begin to use the four basic handwriting joins)
· Handwriting Competition
See strands 7 (on Page 52), 9 (on Page 56), 10 (on Page 58) and 12 (on Page 62) of Primary Framework

Resources Year 2
· Heinemann Storyworlds and Ginn Reading Schemes and other assorted supplementary readers.

· Ginn Key Comprehension Book 1

· Letts literacy Activity Books Year 2, Terms 1, 2 and 3

· ‘Nelson Handwriting – Developing Skills Book One’ by Anita Warwick

· ‘Nelson Handwriting – Developing Skills Yellow Level’ by John Jackman

· Ginn Sounds and Words 2 (Big Book, Teacher’s Book and Photocopiable worksheets)

· ‘Early Spellings’ and ‘Phonic’ workbooks by Schofield and Sims

· Express Literacy ICT program for Year 2 

Year 3

Literacy in Year 3 closely follows the requirements of the National Curriculum policies, building on those already covered in previous years and preparing for the SATS tests in Year 6 and the entrance exams. We amalgamate the range of work specified in the National Literacy Strategy with the strands of the Primary Framework for Literacy.
	  
	TERM 1 
	TERM 2 
	TERM 3 

	Fiction and poetry 
	stories with familiar settings 

plays 

poems based on observation and the senses 

shape poems 
	myths, legends, fables, parables 

traditional stories, stories with related themes 

oral and performance poetry from different cultures 
	adventure and mystery stories 

stories by the same author 

humorous poetry and poetry that plays with language, word puzzles, puns, riddles 

	Non-fiction 
	information texts on topics of interest 

non-chronological reports 

thesauruses, dictionaries 
	instructions 

dictionaries without illustrations, thesauruses 
	letters written for a range of purposes: to recount, explain, enquire, congratulate, complain 

alphabetical texts, directories, encyclopaedias, indexes 


Resources for Year 3
· Continuation of Reading Schemes from KS1

· Heinemann Storyworlds and Ginn Reading Schemes and other assorted supplementary readers. 
· Ginn Key Comp Book 2
· Letts Literacy Activity Book Y3

· Nelson Handwriting – developing skills Book 2 

· Nelson Spellings – developing skills Book 1

· ‘Key Spellings’ Book 1 and ‘New Spellaways’ Book 1

· Workbooks by Schofield and Sims
· Collins Primary Grammar and Punctuation Book 1

· ICT Spellits program (BBC)

· Dictionaries and Thesaurus

· Class Library of ‘free reading’ materials after reading scheme completion

· Videos - BBC Video Plus – ‘Let’s Write a Story’ etc
· Shared Reading Texts – Mr. Majeika and the School Trip
· George’s Marvellous Medicine
· The Hodgeheg
Year 4

	  
	TERM 1 
	TERM 2 
	TERM 3 

	Fiction and poetry 
	historical stories and short novels 

playscripts 

poems based on common themes, eg space, school, animals, families, feelings, viewpoints 
	stories/novels about imagined worlds: sci-fi, fantasy adventures 

stories in series 

classic and modern poetry, including poems from different cultures and times 
	stories/short novels, etc that raise issues, eg bullying, bereavement, injustice 

stories by same author 

stories from other cultures 

range of poetry in different forms, eg haiku, cinquain, couplets, lists, thin poems, alphabets, conversations, monologues, syllabics, prayers, epitaphs, songs, rhyming forms and free verse 

	Non-fiction 
	a range of text-types from reports and articles in newspapers and magazines 

instructions 
	information texts on same or similar themes 

explanations 
	persuasive writing: adverts, circulars, flyers 

discussion texts: debates, editorials 

information texts linked to other curricular areas 


Year 5

	  
	TERM 1 
	TERM 2 
	TERM 3 

	Fiction and poetry 
	novels, stories and poems by significant children's writers 

play-scripts 

concrete poetry 
	traditional stories, myths, legends, fables from a range of cultures 

longer classic poetry, including narrative poetry 
	novels, stories and poems from a variety of cultures and traditions 

choral and performance poetry 

	Non-fiction 
	recounts of events, activities, visits; observational records, news reports 

instructional texts: rules, recipes, directions, instructions, showing how things are done 
	non-chronological reports (ie to describe and classify) 

explanations (processes, systems, operations, etc). Use content from other subjects, eg how the digestive system works, how to find a percentage, the rain cycle 
	persuasive writing to put or argue a point of view: letters, commentaries, leaflets to persuade, criticise, protest, support, object, complain 

dictionaries, thesauruses, including I.T. sources 


Year 6

	  
	TERM 1 
	TERM 2 
	TERM 3 

	Fiction and poetry 
	classic fiction, poetry and drama by long-established authors including, where appropriate, study of a Shakespeare play 

adaptations of classics on film/TV 
	longer established stories and novels selected from more than one genre, eg mystery, humour, sci-fi., historical, fantasy worlds 

range of poetic forms, eg kennings, limericks, riddles, cinquain, tanka, poems written in other forms (as adverts, letter, diary entries, conversations), free verse, nonsense verse 
	comparison of work by significant children's author(s) and poets: (a) by same author (b) different authors' treatment of same theme(s) 

	Non-fiction 
	autobiography and biography, diaries, journals, letters, anecdotes, records of observations etc which recount experiences and events journalistic writing non-chronological reports 
	discussion texts 

formal writing: notices, public information documents etc 
	explanations linked to work from other subjects 

non-chronological reports linked to work from other subjects 

use of reference texts, range of dictionaries, thesauruses, including I.T. sources 


Key Stage 2

Speaking and Listening
· Weekly classes discuss topics and issues raised in lessons. These may take place in a range of group situations.

· Drama lessons each week 

· Daily assemblies

· Class assemblies

· Special occasions with visiting speakers.

· Role play across the curriculum

· Trinity college communication examination – initial grade

· School concerts and Speech day – performance and sustained listening.

· Theatre trips and other visits

· Opportunities to respond to special occasions and a range of media including films, DVDs, tapes, radio broadcasts, webcasts, CD Roms
· Presenting talks, arguments, story telling, poetry performance.

· School council meetings and feedback

· Audio visual recording of Children’s work for self or group evaluation.

· Leading guided school tours

· See strands 1-4 and 7-8 on pages 40 – 46  and  52-54 of Primary Framework

Reading and Comprehension

· Weekly comprehension exercises using textbooks and real texts.

· Comprehension skills input from teacher

· Cross curricular comprehension skills in real life situations.

· The progression from reading scheme to ‘free reading’ – weekly reading

· Breadth of text study through supporting media, including audio and visual presentations.

· Shared reading, including whole classntexts
· Regular one-to one reading with teacher/assistant whilst on reading scheme.
· Readathon fund-raising week
· Progression towards independent research using a variety of reference sources

· Access to library and the teaching of library skills 
· See strands 4,5,7and 8 on pages 46, 48, 52 and 54 of Primary Framework
Grammar and Punctuation

· Weekly Grammar exercises using textbooks and real texts.

· Grammar and Punctuation input from teacher.

· Cross curricular grammar and punctuation reinforcement

· Opportunities for ICT grammar and punctuation reinforcement programmes

· See strand 11 on page 60 of Primary Framework.

Spelling and Vocabulary

· Weekly spelling lists based upon the NLS word lists and topic vocabulary
· Spelling tests on lists learned

· Weekly spelling exercises using textbooks.

· Progression of independence towards self- correction and appropriate use of dictionary and thesaurus

· Teacher input on spelling techniques, patterns and rules

· Weekly interactive spelling programme on ICT following NLS lists

· Modelling of vocabulary across curriculum.

· See strand 6 on page 50 of the Primary Framework.

Writing and Composition 

· Weekly creative writing lessons involving guided, shared and independent writing opportunities in a range of genre as listed in year-specific text range tables.
· Teacher input on writing techniques and textual features/ cohesion etc

· Cross curricular writing in real life situations.

· Creating and shaping texts from a variety of experience and media as stimuli.

· Talking, planning drafting, editing and report writing for a range of purposes.
· Weekly handwriting lessons.

· Input on presentation and organizational features of written work in English lessons and across curriculum

· Entering prose and poetry competitions.

· Handwriting competition
· Word-processing skills throughout curriculum including formal lessons within ICT

· See strands 4, 7-10 12 on pages 46, 52-58 and 62 
Verbal Reasoning
· Preparation for Entrance exams where appropriate
Form 5 Literacy Resources

Speaking and Listening Resources 

· BBC Radio Drama Tapes

Verbal Reasoning

Bond Assessment Papers, Book 4

Reading and Comprehension

· Letts Literacy Year 5

· Collins Comprehension Book 3

· Once a Week Comprehension

· Class Readers

· BBC Radio Tapes Words Alive.
· DVDs
Grammar and Punctuation

· Collins Primary Grammar and Punctuation Book 3

· Letts Literacy Year 5

· Newspellaway Workbook 3

· Grammar Please Software

Spelling and Vocabulary

· Nelson Spelling Book 3
· Key Spellings Book3

· Letts Literacy Year 5

· Spellits Software

Writing and Composition

· Collins Writing Book 3

· Reasons for Writing Book 3

· Letts Literacy Year 5

· Nelson Handwriting Book 4(Shared with Form 6)

· Integrated Tasks ICT Year 5
Reference Books - various
Form 6 Literacy Resources
Speaking and Listening Resources
• BBC Radio Drama Tapes
Verbal Reasoning

Bond Assessment Papers, Book 5
Reading and Comprehension
· Letts Literacy Year 6
· Collins Comprehension Book 4
· Once a Week Comprehension
· Revise Wise Practice Book
· Class Readers
· BBC Radio Tapes Words Alive
· DVD Macbeth – Animated Tales
Grammar and Punctuation
· Collins Primary Grammar and Punctuation Book 4
· Letts Literacy Year 6
*
Newspeliaway Workbook 4
Spelling and Vocabulary
· Nelson Spelling    6ooK 3
· Key Spellings Book 4
· Letts Literacy Year 6
· Spellits Software
Writing and Composition

· Collins Writing Book 4
· Reasons for Writing Book 4
· Letts Literac  Year 6

· Nelson Handwriting Book 4 (Shared with Form 5)
Reference Books - Various

*Note – ‘St Winifred's’ refers to and includes St Winifred's School, EYFS, April House Nursery, After School Care and Before School Care

Policy Updated: February 2009 at Staff Meeting

Review due: February 2010
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