ICT Level Descriptions

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 1

· You will need to look up and use information from various places, such as CD-ROMs and the Internet. 

· You will need to show that you understand that information can be found in different forms, such as CD, web pages and printed documents. 

· You will need to use a computer to work with writing, pictures and sound to help you create different pieces of work. 

· You will need to show that you understand that many ordinary items around you can be made to follow instructions. 

· You will need to show that you can make choices when using a computer and talk about what you are doing clearly. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 2

· You will need to organise information which you find, perhaps sorting it in some way, and show what you have done clearly. 

· You will need to enter information into the computer, save your work and then find it again. 

· You will need to show that you can use a computer to create pieces of work, make changes to your work and make sure that you use a range of forms, like writing, tables, pictures and sound. 

· You need to plan a set of instructions, and make accurate predictions about what will happen. 

· You need to use computers to find out what happens in real situations, like in science perhaps, and also what happens in pretend situations, like setting up your own shop. 

· You need to show that you can talk about what you can do with your computer at home as well as at school. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 3

· You will need to use computers to find, use and save appropriate information from various places, using basic methods like simple searches. 

· You will need to use computers to create, organise and display your work. 

· You need to share ideas and work with others. 

· You need to be able to create lists of instructions to control things accurately, like a turtle, robot or car perhaps. 

· You need to show that you can make sensible choices when creating models to find out something, using a spreadsheet perhaps. 

· You need to be able to describe how you use computers both inside school and elsewhere. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 4

· You will need to show that you understand why it is important to take care when asking questions when trying to find things out. 

· You need to show care when collecting, finding and using information. 

· You need to show clearly that you understand that poor quality information will mean that your final piece of work will be poor quality too. 

· You need to add to information which you find, and put two or more pieces of information together which you found in different places. 

· You need to show that you understand that your work will need to look different, and contain different information, depending on who it is for. 

· You need to share information with other people in different ways, using email sometimes. 

· You need to use computer equipment to control things very accurately, and to record information using sensors, such as temperature for example. 

· You need to use computer models to explore situations and make predictions; for example, using a model to find out whether something will work or not, or how much something might cost. 

· You need to compare the way you do things on a computer at school with the way you do things on a computer elsewhere, such as at home. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 5

· You will need to select information which you need depending on the purpose of the work. 

· You need to remember to check that the information is accurate and organise it properly so that you can use it well. 

· You need to use computers to create a suitable structure to your work, making changes where you think suitable, making improvements where you can, and present it in a way which suits the purpose and the audience. 

· You need to share information and ideas with other people in various ways, including email. 

· You need to build sets of more complex instructions to control things, and understand why it is important to be very accurate and careful when developing a list of instructions. 

· You need to understand that computers can use sensors to measure things such as temperature, light, sound etc. 

· You need to explore what happens when you change the way computer models work. 

· You need to discuss what you know about computers, what you have done with them, and how you have seen computers used outside school. 

· You need to criticise the way you use computers, and make decisions which will help you to improve the way you work with them in future. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 6

· You will need to create work and make improvements to it to increase the quality 

· You need to use information from a range of sources to help you create your work. 

· You need to show that you can use more complex methods to test theories using computer models. 

· You need to present your ideas in a variety of ways, always making it very clear who your audience is and making appropriate decisions on style, layout and content. 

· You need to create, try out and improve sets of instructions to control something and measure something. Your instructions also need to be efficient – so always as short as possible. 

· You need to use computer models to predict things, making changes to the model to se the effects. You also need to compare the models to real life situations to see how accurate they really are. 

· You need to be able to discuss the impact computers and ICT in general has had on people and society. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 7

· You will need to combine information from a range of sources, including some ICT and some non-ICT sources. Your presented work needs to have a clear audience in mind. 

· You need to be able to identify the advantages and limitations of different computer programs. 

· You need to show that you can choose information systems depending on the type of work you are doing, and change the way information is found into a more suitable form for your own work. 

· You need to use computers to measure, record and analyse real-life data, such as temperate, humidity etc., and also control what happens when the data matches certain values, such as a window opening automatically when the temperature rises too high. 

· You need to design computer models with a range of decisions, variables and formulae to meet your own needs. 

· You need to think about the benefits and limitations of using computers and the information sources available. You also need to show that knowing these benefits and limitations makes a difference to the way you work in future. 

· You need to take an active part in discussions about the use of computers and its impact on society. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Level 8

· You will need to show that you can work entirely on your own to choose appropriate sources of information, making sure that you think about whether the information is appropriate and accurate. 

· You need to design suitable ways to collect, prepare and use information. 

· You need to design and create computer systems for other people to use, which may include databases, spreadsheets, documents and web pages. 

· You need to show that when you create a system to respond to events, (i.e. a rise in temperature, movement detected or pressure sensed), you use the data received effectively. 

· You need to take an active part in discussions about the social, economic, ethical and moral issues raised by computers in society. 

ICT Level Descriptions – Exceptional Performance 

· You need to evaluate software packages and computer models, looking at the purposes and situations for which they were designed, and assessing their effectiveness, ease of use and appropriateness. 

· You need to suggest improvements to computer systems already developed, and design, develop and document systems for other people to use. This will need to include some predictions of situations which could happen through the use of these systems. When discussing your own, and others’ use of computer systems, you need to show that you use your knowledge and understanding to affect and inform your views on the social, economic, political, ethical and moral issues raised by ICT. 

